BHIWADI - THE ‘PACE’ MAKER OF RAJNOMICS

ON A FAST TRACK
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    Industrialization in Bhiwadi flourished as an extension of Manesar and Gurgaon. But the region in the Alwar district is set to usher in a new age of development driven by the country’s largest infrastructure project Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) that would see investments of about $100 billion. 

    Khushkhera-Bhiwadi-Neemrana investment region will be one of the seven nodes where massive industrial units and infrastructure projects have been planned. Early bird projects like aerotropolis at Kot Kasim in Alwar, knowledge city and a road link of 70 km between Neemrana and Bhiwadi have been proposed. 

    The land acquisition process for Khushkhera-Bhiwadi-Neemrana spread over 165 sq km area is on the last leg of completion. But keeping in mind the requirement of future growth and development, Rajasthan is preparing a master plan for Shahjahapur-Neemrana-Behror spread over 555 sq km. 

    “Kuiper Compagnons BV, the consultant appointed to prepare the master plan for Khushkhera-Bhiwadi-Neemrana, has submitted its report to the state Urban Development and Housing department (UDH). But since we wanted to extend the area for development keeping in view the future demand, the UDH is preparing the final master plan which will be notified by the end of this month,” an official dealing with the project said. Electronics, textile clusters to come up 

    In the textile sector, RIICO has allotted 250 acres of land to Rajasthan Apparel City at Tapukara where readymade garments would be produced. The project is estimated to generate 36,000 jobs. 

    The Centre has recently enunciated a new electronic hardware manufacturing policy. The objective of the policy is to promote electronic hardware companies in the country. To catalyze this initiative RIICO has allotted 100 acres of land to ELCINA Electronic Industries Association of India for setting up electronic hardware manufacturing cluster at Khushkhera. This cluster when becomes fully operational would catalyze investment of around Rs 500 crore. Bhiwadi will get a further boost from the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor 39% of which passing through Rajasthan. Since Khushkhera, Bhiwadi and Neemrana is being developed as an investment region and the government is acquiring over 1425 hectare land for this purpose. The region will see more industrial clusters, parks, special economic zones, power projects, commercial and business activities etc.
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JAPANESE ZONE

NEW GROWTH TEMPLATE

Currently, there are 21 Japanese companies like Nissin, Mitsui Advance, Daikin, TPR Auto, Dainichi Color, Mitsubishi Chemicals, Ahresty Corporation and Nippon Express which have started their operations

Srikanta Tripathy | TNN 

The success of Japanese zone at Neemrana that enjoys the distinction of being India’s first country-specific industrial enclave, has buoyed Rajasthan government to extend similar facilities to accelerate industrial development in the state. 

    Looking at the increased interest, RIICO is now developing another zone spread over 500 acres for Japanese investors at Ghiloth. 

    “The Majarakath zone has been huge success in terms of interest shown by Japanese companies. We are very optimistic that the new zone at Ghiloth will attract similar interest,” said Sunil Arora, additional principal secretary, industries. 

    Currently, there are 21 Japanese companies like Nissin, Mitsui Advance, Daikin, TPR Auto, Dainichi Colour, Mitsubishi Chemicals, Ahresty 

Corporation and Nippon Express which have started their operations, while 44 companies have been allotted land. 

    “The zone is poised to ensure an investment of Rs 4150 crore with direct employment of 9,000 people when all the area is utilized,” said Naveen Mahajan, managing director, RIICO. 

    Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor is partly funded by Japan and since Neemrana will be a part of the investment region, industrial developments will happen on a large scale. Apart from the success of the first zone, the new future opportunities have prompted the Japanese External Trade Organization to go for a second zone, said an industry watcher in the state. 

    The Japanese zone at Majarakath is the result of an agreement signed by the Rajasthan State Industrial Development and Investment Corporation (RIICO) and the Japanese External Trade Organization (JETRO) in 2006 aimed at attracting Japanese companies to Rajasthan. 

    Realising the opportunities, South Korean companies are looking to script a similar story in Neemrana. Early this year, an agreement was signed by Korea Trade Investment Promotion Agency (KOTRA) and RIICO for creating a Korean Zone on an area of 250 acres at Ghiloth industrial area. 

    To push the pace of industrialization further, RIICO is looking to develop solar equipment manufacturing cluster at Ghiloth and another for ceramic and glass. The solar equipment manufacturing cluster would be on an area of 51 acres while the same for ceramic and glass would be developed over more than 750 acres. 

    Ceramic and glass sector hold great promise as most of the raw materials used in the industry as available in the state. That is one of the factors why Saint Gobain decided to invest Rs 1000 crore to set up a facility to manufacture float glass in Bhiwadi. 

    This plant would be world’s largest plant. Kajaria Ceramics and Hindustan Sanitary Ware among others have shown interest in the ceramic & glass sector.
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HOUSE THAT The Real Picture
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    Rapid industrialization has given a fillip to the real estate market in Bhiwadi. Since the area has created employment for more than 30,000 people, the demand for social infrastructure has risen manifold. As a result, hospitals, banks, educational institutes and housing societies and many other establishments – small and big—have come up. 

    “The real estate market has been growing at a faster pace to meet the rising demand brought about by the fast paced industrial growth. Property rates have doubled in the last five years. Currently, there are 30 projects under various stages of construction,” said Vishal Gupta, managing director, Ashiana Housing Ltd. 

    He said the better infrastructure and reliable power supply has increased the attractiveness of the region as a business destination fuelling interest among companies to invest and set up bases. Additionally, increasing interest among people to buy properties and settle in the area has also created demand for malls. Now, the industrial town boasts of three malls. 

    Similarly, the growth in Neemrana has sharply pushed up realty prices. Sunil Sharma, director of JKD Pearl group, said that the rates have shot up by more than two times. He said the people foresee huge development owing to the DMIC project which is expected to bring lot of development. 

    “The prospects of industrial zones in Ghilot and an airport in Kot Kasim in Alwar are fuelling the surge in prices. Currently, most of the demand is coming from the investors with end-users constituting about 15% of the buyers. But this will quickly change as businesses start production activities,” added Sharma.
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COOL YOUR HEELS THIS WEEKEND

ALWAR-DELHI CORRIDOR TO BOOST HOSPITALITY SECTOR

Rachna Singh | TNN 

26th May 2013

    For a weekend break from Delhi, Alwar, dotted with some amazing historical structures, makes for a good getaway. The prehistoric and historic sites here are of great interest to archaeologists and history lovers. So, is the Sariska National Park that got a fresh lease of life after the re-introduction of tigers, a big draw for tourists from the NCR. 

    With Rajasthan formally becoming a part of the National Capital Region Transport Corporation (NCRTC) with the Union finance department approving an additional budget of Rs 12.5 crore for construction of a high-speed corridor between Alwar and Delhi, prospects for the hospitality industry have grown manifold. 

    The Neemrana Fort spread over 10 hectare is undoubtedly the most popular weekend jaunt from Delhi packed over, the weekends. 

    Built in 1464 and restored in 1980s, Neemrana Fort Palace is India’s oldest heritage resort. Neemrana Fort is also Rajasthan’s closest palace from New Delhi, situated at 122 km on the Delhi-Jaipur highway. 

    Here, tourists can enjoy the thrill of zipping with the country’s first zip tour set up by a foreign firm. The zip tour involves flying from one high point to another along zip lines made of ultra-strong steel cables securely anchored to the ground. The zip tour comprises five zip wires which are connected by short walks. A journey can last two-and-a-half to three hours. The activity is popular in North America and Europe but until now has not been available in South Asia. 

    Closer to Delhi, the Lake Palace Hotel Siliserh, a unit of Rajasthan Tourism development Corporation (RTDC) that offers vacationers boating and sailing, is another good option. 

    The 12 guestrooms at Hotel Siliserh Lake Palace built by Maharaja Vinay Singh in 1845, was converted into a heritage hotel to attract tourists visiting Alwar for leisure or business. 

    About 13 km from Alwar and 160 km from Delhi on Delhi-Alwar-Jaipur Highway, the palace surrounded by the Aravalis and perched on a hillock gives the tourists a sneak peek into history and adventure. 

    Some of the other must-visit places in the Alwar region are the City Palace, Moosi Maharani ki Chhatri, Bala Qila, Vijai Mandir Palace, Kankwadi Fort, Sariska Palace, and Bhangarh Fort. 

    Heritage hotels in Sariska are treasure troves of history. 

    The Hill Fort Kesroli is one of the unique heritage hotels in Alwar that dates back to the 14th century. 

    Once there, away from the hustlebustle, the traveller can just sit back and admire the sunset, at the heart of the golden triangle of Delhi-Jaipur-Agra, only 150 km from New Delhi. Hill Fort-Kesroli is a better option for those searching for hotels in Sariska. 

    Add to that after waiting for government clearances for over six years, heritage hospitality chain Neemrana Hotels is almost through with converting a 19th century Tijara Fort in Rajasthan into its largest property with over 70 rooms. 

    The Neemrana Group acquired the Tijara property from the Rajasthan Tourism Development Corporation (RTDC) on a 60-year lease and will pay an annual rental to the state government body, as well as an initial amount once the hotel begins operations. 

    Tourism has a significant multiplier effect on the economy. It is estimated that every rupee spent by a tourist changes hands 13 times, and that every hotel room generates direct employment to three persons and indirect employment to eight persons. In Rajasthan, tourism is the third largest employer after agriculture and textile. The tourism department has estimated that investment of over US$ 600 million is required in the tourism industry in Rajasthan over the next ten years. It is estimated that the private sector’s share of investment can be up to US$ 200 million, according to government of Rajasthan.
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